NUCLEAR MYTH
The United States is working to fulfill its nuclear disarmament obligations.
FALSE: While there seems to have been recent progress to this end, the United States has failed for nearly four decades to fulfill its obligations under Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, requiring good faith negotiations
to achieve nuclear disarmament. The United States has failed to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and has
withdrawn from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

NUCLEAR FACT
The 1970 Non-Proliferation Treaty, ratified by nearly every country in the world, requires the nuclear weapons states to engage in good faith negotiations for nuclear disarmament. Today more than 95% of all nuclear weapons are in the arsenals of the US and Russia. More than 4,500 warheads remain on hair trigger alert.
Source: http://carnegieendowment.org/programs/npp

WHY NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT?
The nuclear weapons states have made solemn promises to the international community to negotiate in
good faith to achieve nuclear disarmament. The United States, Russia, Britain, France and China accepted
this obligation when they signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and extended their promises at the
1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference and again at the 2000 NPT Review Conference. India and Pakistan, which are not signatories of the NPT, have committed themselves to abolish their nuclear arsenals if
the other nuclear weapons states agree to do so. The only nuclear weapons state that has not made this
promise is Israel, and surely it could be convinced to do so if the other nuclear weapons states agreed to the
elimination of their nuclear arsenals. The International Court of Justice, the world's highest court, unanimously highlighted the obligation to nuclear disarmament in its 1996 Opinion: "There exists an obligation to
pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects
under strict and effective international control." This means an obligation to reduce the world’s nuclear arsenals to zero.

REFLECTION
The moral to be legitimately drawn from the supreme tragedy of the bomb is that it will not be destroyed by
counter-bombs, even as violence cannot be by counter-violence. Humankind has to get out of violence only
through nonviolence. Hatred can be overcome only by love. Counter-hatred only increases the surface as
well as the depth of hatred.
-- Ghandi

CORPORATE STAND OF THE CLINTON FRANCISCANS
We, the Sisters of St. Francis of Clinton, Iowa, Associates and Sojourners, oppose the continued maintenance, research, development, and threatened use of the United States arsenal of nuclear weapons. We call on our government to fulfill our commitments to nuclear disarmament as agreed to in the Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1970 and the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty of 1996.

For more information about nuclear disarmament,
Please visit www.ClintonFranciscans.com

